UA37/35/3 Faculty Personal Papers O.J. Wilson WKU History Project by WKU Archives
Western Kentucky University 
TopSCHOLAR® 
WKU Archives Collection Inventories WKU Archives 
2019 
UA37/35/3 Faculty Personal Papers O.J. Wilson WKU History 
Project 
WKU Archives 
Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid 
 Part of the Higher Education Administration Commons, and the Oral History Commons 
Recommended Citation 
WKU Archives, "UA37/35/3 Faculty Personal Papers O.J. Wilson WKU History Project" (2019). WKU 
Archives Collection Inventories. Paper 761. 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_fin_aid/761 
This Finding Aid is brought to you for free and open access by TopSCHOLAR®. It has been accepted for inclusion 
in WKU Archives Collection Inventories by an authorized administrator of TopSCHOLAR®. For more information, 
please contact topscholar@wku.edu. 
Western Kentucky University 
UA37 Faculty Personal Papers 
Series 35 O.J. Wilson 





1906 College Heights Blvd.#11092 
Bowling Green, KY 42101-1092 
Phone: 270-745-4793 
Email: archives@wku.edu  
Home page: https://wku.edu/library/archive 
© 2019 WKU Archives, Western Kentucky University.  All rights reserved. 
 
Description: Research and writing about WKU history by O.J. Wilson in 1967-1969.  Includes research 
materials, typescripts of chapters and oral history audiotapes. 
 
Dates: 1967   
 




Cherry, Henry Hardin, 1864-1937 
Downing, Dero Goodman, 1921-2011 
Garrett, Paul Loos, 1893-1955 
Ogden College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Oral history 
Potter College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Thompson, Kelly, 1909-1993 
Western Kentucky University 
 
Digital Commons:  
Higher Education Administration 
Oral History 
 
Accession Information: These records transferred to WKU Archives upon its creation. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Preferred Citation: UA37/35/3 O.J. Wilson Personal Papers WKU History Project, WKU Archives, Bowling 
Green, Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed and collection inventory created 2019, revised 2021. 
05/07/2021 
Finding Aid Report 
Container Folder 
UA37.35.3 
Creator Date Title 
UA37 Faculty Personal Papers  
Series 35 O.J. Wilson 




Research and writing about WKU history by O.J. Wilson in 1967-1969.  Includes research materials, typescripts of chapters and 






Scope & Content 
Records 
UA37.35 Linked to 









Description Subjects A Factbook of WKU by O.J. Wilson, 10/1967  
  
The Table of Contents: 
Genealogical Background 
The Presidents 
Academic Expansion at Western 
The Physical Plant 
Traditions at Western Kentucky University 
Intercollegiate Athletics at Western 
Sixty Years of Vital Statistics 
A Chronology of Historical Events 
Western's Faculty and Staff 
  
Academic Complex (WKU) 
Athletics (WKU) 
Barnes-Campbell Hall (WKU) 
Bemis Lawrence Hall (WKU) 
Bowling Green Business University (Bowling Green, KY) 
Cedar House (WKU) 
Cherry Hall (WKU) 
Cherry, Henry 
College Heights Herald 
College High Hall (WKU) 
Craig Alumni Center (WKU) 
Diddle Arena (WKU) 
Diddle Dorm (WKU) 
East Hall (WKU) 
Education & Behavioral Sciences (WKU) 
Garrett Conference Center (WKU) 
Garrett, Paul  
Gordon Ford College of Business (WKU) 
Gordon Wilson Hall (WKU) 
Graduate Studies & Research (WKU) 
Grise Hall (WKU) 
Hardin Planetarium (WKU) 
Harman, J. Lewie 
Heating Plant (WKU) 
Helm-Cravens Library (WKU) 
Home Economics (WKU) 
Home Economics Building (WKU) 
Home Management House (WKU) 
Industrial Arts (WKU) 
Industrial Arts Building (WKU) 
Kentucky Building (WKU) 
Laundrette (WKU) 
Master Plan (WKU) 
McLean Hall (WKU) 
Minton Hall (WKU) 
Music Hall (WKU) 
North Hall (WKU) 
Ogden College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Ogden College of Science & Engineering (WKU) 
Potter College (Bowling Green, KY) 
Potter College of Arts & Letters (WKU) 
Potter Hall (WKU) 
Red Towel (WKU) 
Regents (WKU) 
Rock House (WKU) 
Rodes-Harlin Hall (WKU) 
Schneider Hall (WKU) 
Snell Hall (WKU) 
South Hall (WKU) 
Southern Normal School (Bowling Green, KY) 
Talisman 
Taylor Agricultural Center (WKU) 
Thompson Science Complex (WKU) 
Thompson, Kelly 
Training School (WKU) 
Van Meter Hall (WKU) 
West Hall (WKU) 
Wetherby Administration Building (WKU) 
Box 2 30-32 
Chapter 2 Selection of Second President (2) 
Chapter 5 Traditions at WKU 














Description Subjects AAUW 
Adams, E.A. 
Adams, Olie 
American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 
American Association of University Women 
American Council on Education 
ASCU 
Association of State Colleges & Universities 
Beall, Mrs. B.S. 
Canon, E.H. 
Chandler, A.B. aka Happy 
Cochran, Robert 
Diddle, E.A. 






Georgetown College Library 
Grise, Finley 
Hall, T.O. 







Itinerary - Research and Oral Histories 
Jenkins, William 
Jones, L.F. 
Kellogg, Elizabeth (Cherry) 
Kentucky. Legislative Research Commission 
Kentucky. Library & Archives 
Lancaster, L.Y. 
Louisville Courier Journal Library 




Matthews, Mrs. H.R. 
Matthews, W.L. 













Southern Association of Colleges & Schools 
Stickles, Arndt 
Sublett, Harold 
Suggestions by Vice President Raymond Cravens for the WKU Factbook 
Sumpter, Ward 
Tyler, Sara 
University of Chicago  
University of Kentucky 
















Geography & Geology 
Government 
Box 2 46 
Crowe, J. Crawford, A Brief History of the History Department of WKU, 1967, D6320 - 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers/87  
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Departments 
Description 
Box 2 47-59 
Home Economics  
Industrial Arts  
Library Science  
Mathematics  
Military Science / ROTC 
Music  
Nursing 
Office Administration  
Philosophy & Religion D7160 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers/178  
Physical Education, Health & Recreation 
Physics 
Psychology  
Research & Services Office / Tax Research Center 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Departments 
Description 
Box 2 60 
Hepler, Harold. Sociology at Western Kentucky University, An Unfinished Sketch, 1967, D6354 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers/88  
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Departments - Sociology 
Description 
Box 2 61 
Training School 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Departments - Training School 
Description 
Box 3 1-16 
Adams, Olie, 3/9/1967 5/8 m1447 
Canon, E.H. 3/1/1967 4/10 m1448 
Chandler, A.B. 3/11/1967 5/4  
Garrett, Ryland part 1, 3/10/1967 4/13 11449 
Garrett, Ryalnd part 2, 3/10/1967, 4/14  
Grise, Finley, 2/28/1967 4/1 m1450 
Hall, T.O. 3/6/1967 4/3 m1451 
Harman, J. Lewie Jr., 4/3/1967 5/10 
Helm, Margie 3/16/1967 4/15 
Jones, Lee 3/8/1967 m1452 
Lancaster, L.Y. 3/29/1967 5/2 m1453 
Matthews, W.L. 3/2/1967 5/6 m1454 
Pearce, William, 3/7/1967 5/7 m1455 
Peters, Harry, 3/14/1967 4/6 
Runner, Etta 3/8/1967 5/1 m1456 
Schneider, Florence 3/7/1967 4/5 m1457 




Box 4 1-9 
Stickles, Arndt part 1, nd 4/11 m1458 
Stickles, Arndt part 2, 3/1/1967 4/12 m1459 
Sublett, Harold, 3/17/1967 4/4 
Sumpter, Ward, 3/8/1967 5/9 m1460 
Williams, Kathryn, 3/15/1967 5/3 
Wilson, Gordon part 1, 3/1/1967 4/7 m1461 
Wilson, Gordon part 2, 3/1/1967 4/8 m1462; m1462-1 
Wilson, Ivan, 3/2/1967 4/9 m1463 
Young, Gordie, 3/20/1967 5/5 




Box 4 10 
Notes, not full transcriptions of oral histories. 
  
Adams, O.A. 3/9/1967 
Canon, E.H. 3/1/1967 
Chandler, A.B. aka Happy, 3/11/1967 
Diddle, E.A., 3/3/1967 
Drake, Mrs. W. P. 4/3/1967 
Duncan, Wand, 3/28/1967 
Ford, Bessie, 3/7/1967 
Garrett, Ryland, 3/10/1967 
Grise, Finley, 2/28/1967 
Hall, T.O. 3/6/1967 
Harman, J. Lewie, 4/3/1967 
Helm, Margie, 3/16/1967 
Lancaster, L.Y. 3/29/1967 
Martin, Roy, 3/9/1967 
Masters, John, 3/29/1967 
Matthews, W.L. 3/2/1967 
Pearce, William, 3/7/1967 
Peters, Harry, 3/14/1967 
Runner, Etta, 3/8/1967 
Schneider, Florence, 3/7/1967 
Sublett, Harold, 3/17/1967 
Sumpter, Ward, 3/8/1967 
Williams, Kathryn, 3/15/1967 
Wilson, Gordon, 3/1/1967 
Wilson, Ivan, 3/2/1957 
Young, Gordie, 3/20/1967 








Speeches, addresses, etc. 
Description Subjects These items probably removed from WKU President's Office - Cherry papers.  
  
Items removed  
Cherry Statue 
Teachers College Heights, Vol. XIII, 11/1931 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1957/  
Teachers College Heights, Vol. 13, No. 2, 1/1932 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/1958/  
  
25th Anniversary Luncheon, 11/5/1931 
Alumni Association Song Sheet 
College Heights Yells, 1931 
Form letters to alumni 
Grise, Finley 
Invitation to Participate in the Program, 8/8/1931 
LaFollette, Bob 
Letter Sent to All County & City Superintendents in the State 
Letter Sent to All Presidents of Southern Association, American Association & Four Year Colleges in State  
Letter Sent to High School Principals, 10/26/1931 
Cherry, Henry 
List of Alumni Accepting Places on the Advisory Committee 
List of Colleges & Universities Actually Sending Representatives to Bring Greetings, 11/5/1931 
Music Program, 11/5/1931 
On the Twenty-Fifth Anniversary of Western Teachers College 
Resolution Present to Board of Regents, 7/1931 
WKSTC 25th Anniversary Invitation, 11/5/1931 
WKSTC 25th Anniversary Program, 11/5/1931 
Box 4 13 
Cherry Statue (WKU) 
Dr. H.H. Cherry Bronze Statue Fund Form Letter 
Finish Work on Memorial at Western, PCDN, 11/14/1937 
Henry Hardin Cherry Statue 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Cherry, Henry 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 4 14 
Items appear to have been removed from WKU President's Office - Cherry papers.  
  
Bailey Hall (WKU) 
Barracks (WKU) 
Barracks Dining Hall  
Big Red Barn (WKU) 
Bowling Green Rotary Club News, 10/30/1957 
Burton, A.C. Greatest Single Problem in Educational Affairs in Kentucky, nd 
Cabell Hall (WKU) 
Cedar House (WKU) 
Cherry, Henry 
Cherry, Henry. Report of the Western Kentucky State Teachers College of Bowling Green, Kentucky to the 
Legislative Interim Committee, 2/21/1936 
Cherryton (WKU) 
Construction Project Report, 8/4/1967 
Degrees Issued 1923-1932 
Extension services 
Frisbie Hall (WKU) 
Girls Boarding Home 
Kentucky. Budget Commission 
Lawson, Owen 
Life Certificates Issues 1907-1924 
Master Plan (WKU) 
Matthews, W.L.  
Physical Growth & Expansion Since 1955 
Recitation Hall (WKU) 
Report on Field Work, 9/10/1934 
Smith, Nellie, et al. Curricula in State Teachers College for the Training of High School Teachers, nd 
Some Interesting Educational History Concerning the Old Southern Normal School & Business University & 
the Western Kentucky State Teachers College & Normal School 
Some Interesting Facts about the English Department, 2/7/1934 
Statement Showing an Estimate of the Assessment & the Distribution for 1933 
The Fort D6314 https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/fac_staff_papers/84/  
The Village 
Thompson, Kelly 
Western Teachers College & Normal School  
WKU Physical Plant Facilities 
Wright, Henry. Report on Landscape Work Around Kentucky Building & Heating Plant, Athletic Field, Etc. 
6/24/1932 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1907-1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - College & Buildings 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 4 15 
Some items appear to have been removed from WKU President's Office - Garrett papers. 
  
Items removed: 
College Heights Herald, Vol. 31, No. 9, 3/11/1955 - https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/2913/  
  
American Legion Questionnaire 
Brief Biographical Sketch of Paul Garrett 
Chandler, A.B. aka Happy 
Copy of Testimonials of Paul Garrett 
Dr. Paul Garrett, President WKU, 9/1/1937-2/27/1955 
EQB Club Resolution 
Eskew, Diana 
Garrett, Harvey 
Garrett, Virginia. Letter to Faculty & Staff, 1955 
Georgetown College 
Harman, J. Lewie. An Appreciation of Dr. Paul Garrett, 1955 
Hill, Russ 
Hopkins, Mrs. Porter 
In Memoriam Paul Garrett 
Louisville Conference. United Methodist Church 
Mrs. Garrett Will Supervise Landscaping, CHH, 3/11/1955 
President Garrett Dies Feb. 28th, CHH, 3/11/1955 
Press releases 
Questions Concerning Former President Paul Garrett 
Reminiscences  
Research notes 
Resolutions of Respect to Dr. Paul Garrett 
Third District Education Association 
Transcripts 
University of Chicago 
Wilson, O.J. 






Box 4 16 
Some items appear to have been removed from Ogden College papers. 
  
Board of Regents Sign Ogden Lease, CHH, 5/27/1960 
Continues to Do Good, PCDN, 1/6/1947 
Gaines, Roy. Park Row Paragrahs, PCDN, 4/11/1955 
Ogden College for Young Men, PCDN, 3/1/1911 
Ogden College for Young Men, PCDN, nd 
Parker Duncan Hands Down Ruling, PCDN, 7/28/1960 
Parker Duncan Named to Hear Ogden Lease Test Suit, PCDN, 7/26/1960 
Rodes, John. Alumni Banquet Speech, 5/28/1930 
Stagner, Pat. Ogden Campus Has Historical Significance, CHH, 4/8/1955  
Suit is Filed, Would Test Ogden Lease to Western, PCDN, 7/15/1960 
Sumpter, Ward. History of Ogden College Traced, PCDN, 3/29/1934 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Ogden College 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
Box 4 12 
Accessions & Separations 
Modus Operandi for the Card Files (Personnel Project) 
Tomes, Jim 
Twenty-Five Year People, 1965 
Wilson, O.J. 




Box 4 17 
Address by Ward Sumpter, nd 
Founder's Day is Celebrated, CHH, 4/14/1933 
Ogden College Founder's Day is Celebrated, CHH, 4/8/1932 
Ogden Medals Continued by Western 
Research notes 
Rodes, John. Ogden College Founder's Day Address, nd 
Speech Delivered at Chapel Hour WKU, 4/17/1935 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1932-1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Ogden College Founder's Day 
Speeches, addresses, etc. Description Subjects 
Box 4 18 
Lists of employees 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel 
Employees Description Subjects 
Box 4 19 









































Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - A 
Employees Description Subjects 
Box 4 20 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - B 






















































































































Box 4 21 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - C 












































































Constance, Mrs. Clyde 
Conway, Forrest 







































Box 4 22 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - D-E 










Box 4 23 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - F-G 











































































Box 4 24 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - H-I 






















































































Box 4 25 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - J-L 

























































































Lutz, D.B.  
Lyne, Mary 
Box 4 26 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - M-O 





















































































Owens, Mrs. W.B. 
Owens, W.B. 
Owsley, Louise 
Box 4 27 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - P-R 














Patrick, Michael  
Patterson, Kenneth 






















Porter, Mary (2) 








































































Box 5 1 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - S 


















Settle, Mrs. Marshall 



























Smith, H.L.  
Smith, Harvey 
































Box 5 2 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - T-V 
















Taylor, Mrs. E.F. 


































Underwood, Mrs. H.L. 




Box 5 3 Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Personnel - W-Z 






























































Box 5 4 
Potter College (Bowling Green, Ky) 
Recitation Hall (WKU) 
Remove Landmark to Make Way for Modern Building, PCDN, 3/17/1936 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Potter College 
Description 
Box 5 5 
Canon, Ernest, 5/7/1959 
Grise, Finley, 5/7/1959 
Jones, Lee, 5/7/1959 
McChesney, H.F., 5/7/1959 
Pearce, William, 5/7/1959 
Regents (WKU) 
Ross, N.L., 5/7/1959 
Schell, M.E., 5/7/1959 
Stickles, Arndt, 6/12/1954 
Thompson, Kelly, 10/17/1955 
Wilson, Gordon, 5/7/1959 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1954-1959 WKU History Project - Subjects - Regents Resolutions 
Resolutions Description Subjects 
Box 5 6 
Dr. Sumpter is Honored with Dinner, PCDN, 8/7/1965 
Dr. Sumpter to Contribute Book, PCDN, 10/11/1946 
Kentucky Academy of Science, 4/25/1947 
Programs 
Publications of Ward Sumpter 1932-1966 
Research Grant is Awarded Dr. Sumpter, PCDN, 4/29/1958 
Sumpter is Co-Author of Reference Book, PCDN, 10/10/1954 
Sumpter, Ward. Speech re: Ogden College 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1932-1965 WKU History Project - Subjects - Sumpter, Ward 
Programs 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
Clippings 
Description Subjects 
Box 5 7 
Biographical Sketches 
Community-Wide Appreciation Dinner, 8/5/1969 
Creason, Joe. Kelly Thompson, Home-Grown Educator, LCJ, 10/23/1955 
Dr. Thompson to be Honored by AACTE, CHH, 2/13/1963 
Kindred, Dave. A $25 Loan . . . & Now Kelly Thompson Day, LCJ, 8/3/1969 
Kolhmeyer, Kandy. Ron Dillard Commander of Topper Rebelettes, np, nd 
Muhlenberg County Alumni of Western Welcome Dr. Kelly Thompson at Dinner in Powderly Tonight, 
Times-Argus, 10/20/1960 
Press Releases 
This is Your Life Script 
Western President Honored by KPA, PCDN, 1/22/1961 




Box 5 8 
How Now, The North Atlantic Community: A Report on Tabulation of Questionnaires and       Remarks D3646 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/3618  
Know Thyself, D3635 https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/3608    
Today's Image of the Laboratory School D3640 https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/3612  
Transcript of Radio Broadcast Dedication of Diddle Arena, 12/7/1963 
Transcript of Radio Broadcast Dedication of Kelly Thompson Science Hall, 10/15/1961 
United States Foreign Policy as Viewed by Kentuckians, 3/30/1967 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1961-1967 WKU History Project - Subjects - Thompson, Kelly Speeches 
Programs 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
Description Subjects 
Box 5 9 
Annual Scholarships at WKU 
Chapel, 11/10/1937 
Cherry Statue (WKU) 
Cochran, Robert 
Cornette, James. The Peril of the Walking Death, 10/19/1963 
Do You Remember When the Civil War Fort on Western's Campus Looked Like This? PCDN, nd 
Ford, M.C. Founder's Day Speech, 1938 
Inventory of Storeroom 




Standards, Courses & Rules Relating to State Normal Schools in Kentucky 




Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1937-1963 WKU History Project - Subjects - WKSC History Data 
Correspondence 
Clippings 
Speeches, addresses, etc. 
Description Subjects 
 
Box 5 10 
Items removed: 
College Heights Herald, Vol. 48, No. 33, 7/11/1969 
Some Vital Information Concerning the College Heights Foundation, 1923-1935 - 
https://digitalcommons.wku.edu/dlsc_ua_records/3933/  
Western Alumnus, Vol. 37, No. 1, Summer 1969 
  
Annual Awards & Senior Day, 5/24/1967 
Another Western Grade to Take Helm, Dero Downing, np, nd 
Appropriations 
Articles of Incorporation College Heights Foundation, 7/17/1923 
Bates, Georgia 
Commencement Speakers, 1940-1960 
Correspondence 
Current Directory of WKU, nd 
Downing, Dero 
Dr. Thompson to Remain at Western, TDEA News, Vol. 5, No. 8, 10/1969 
Enrollment Statistics 1906-1968 
Degrees Awarded by Year 1924-1967 
Fiscal Year Appropriations, 1906-1968 
Kentucky Governors 
Lowe, William. Never Farewell to Western, nd 
Mattie McLean Honored, Commercial Appeal, 12/11/1948 
Modification of Indentifications of Graduate School, Community College & Department of Home Economics 
Regents (WKU) 
Remarks Made by M.C. Ford at Chapel, 8/19/1937 
Speeches 
Superintendents of Public Instruction, 1903-1968 
Western Names Buildings, np, nd 
Wilson, O.J. 
WKU College Courses Offered by Correspondence, nd 
Rebelettes 
WKU's New President Dero Downing to be TDEA Speaker, TDEA News, Vol. 5, No. 8, 10/1969 




Box 5 11 
Chapter II Selection of the Second President 
The Administration of President Paul L. Garrett 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1967 WKU History Project - Book - Chapter II 
Description 
Box 5 12 
History of WKU, 1937-1967 Outline 
Thompson, Kelly 
Wilson, O.J. 
Wilson, O. J., 1909-1987 1966-1967 WKU History Project - Correspondence 
Correspondence Description Subjects 
